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MONTHLY  FOOD  SUPPLY  REPORT  -  JUNE  1945 


The  following  report  summarizes  food  supply  conditions  in  216  areas  throughout 
the  country.    The  information  is  based  on  reports  gathered  by  field  represen- 
tatives during  the  first  two  weeks  -of  the  June  ration  period  at  meetings  of 
food  advisory  committees  and  by  direct  contacts  with  the  food  distribution  trade. 
The  reports  were  distributed  among  the  five  regions  as  follows:    Northeast  28, 
Midwest  65,  South  48,  Southwest  39,  and  V»fest  36. 

As  in  the  past,  this  analysis  is  divided  into  three  parts.    Part  I  gives  a  nar- 
rative summary  of  the  month's  developments.    Part  II  gives  percentage  figures 
for  each  region,  dividing  commodities  into  three  groups:    generally  adequate, 
gererally  scarce,  and  unbalanced.    Part  III  shows,  in  tabular  form,  the  food 
situation  in  30  different  localities  selected  because  of  their  size  or  import- 
ance in  war  production. 

The  national  percentages  for  the  country  as  a  whole  included  in  Parts  I  and  II 
are  based  on  the  actual  number  of  areas  reporting  and  are  not  averages  of  the 
regional  percentages.    It  must  also  be  remembered  that  the  regional  percentages 
as  given  in  Part  II  are  based  on  a  small  number  of  reports  per  region,  and  may 
therefore  exaggerate  shortage  situations  or  differences  between  regions. 

The  four  categories  of  adequacy  of  supplies  used  in  this  survey  are  defined  as 
follows: 

No_Stockj:    Stocks  exhausted;  unable  to  procure  replacement  of  sup- 
plies thro'igh  normal  trade  channels. 

Scarcej_    Unable  to  obtain  replacements  sufficient  to  maintain  current 
rate  of  sales. 

Adequate^:    Replacement  supplies  are  available  at  both  wholesale  and 
retail  levels  to  satisfy  present  and  prospective  consumer  demand. 
Commodity  is  moving  neither  too  fast  nor  too  slow  at  present  point 
values. 

Surplus:    Able  to  obtain  in  quantities  greater  than  demand,  with  re- 
sult that  rate  of  turnover  is  unsatisfactorily  slow  and  excessive  in- 
ventories are  accumulating,  — ^ 


PART  I  -  ADEQUACY  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


The  over-all  civilian  food  situation  was  reported  tighter  in  early  June 
than  at  any  time  since  the  start  of  the  v/ar,-    Demand  continued  higti-for.. 
all  commodities  that  could  be  used  as  alternates  for  the  very  scarce 
foods  such  as  meats,  fats,  and  sugar,    A  considerable  change  over  the 
past  month  was  evident  in  the  case  of  fruit  spreads >  nov/  being  widely 
used  where  butter  and  margarine  are  difficult  to  obtain,      Si^pp.lies  of 
sugar  were  also  reported  considerably  more  scarce  than  in  i.fey.'  The 
*^^J?P?"^io"  of  i^reas  reporting  "no  stocks"  of  meat  had  increased 
substantially  for  all  types  and  grades  of ■ meat  except  mutton.    Bggs       '  " 
were  in  tighter  supply  as  a  result  of  widespread  demand,    V<hile  there 
was  no  immediate  prospect  of  larger  supplies  of  poultry  for  civilians 
bepause  of  continued  heavy  military  requirements,  fresh  fish  production 
is  increasing  to  help  meet  consulner  needs, 

■■  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 

Canned  Fruits  ;    Most  canned  fruits  were  reported  in  shorter  supply  in  the 
ifn'ited  State's'  as  a  whole  than  in  recent  months.    All  major  fruits '  except 
apple  sauce  were  in  short  supply.    Supplies  of  apricots,  which  had 
been  reported  plentiful  in  half  of  all  areas  in  Ifciy,  were  adequate  in 
only  one-third  in  early  Juno,    Apple  sauce,  after  slightly  over  3  months 
at  a  reduced  point  value,  was  reported  in  ^ood  supply  in  65  percent 
of  all  areas  in  the  country,  as  compared  with  86  percent  in  D.fcy,  and 
surpluses  had  all  but  disappeared,  even  in  the  South  and  Southv/est,    ■  ' 

Canned  Juices:     There  was  no  significant  changes  in  the  supply  picture  for 
any  of  tKe  major  fruit  juices  or  for  to;riato  juice,    IJine  percent  of  all 
reporting  areas  continued- to  have  surplus  stocks  of  grapefruit  juice, 
with  the  Southwest  and  I'Test  again  aocoiinting-  for  most  of  these;  on  the 
other  hand,  11  percent  of  U,S,  areas  reported  supplies  scarce.  Tomato 
juice  xvas  reported  in  surplus  in  several  Southwestern  and  '.Vestern  areas," 
as  T/as  the  case  in  May,  alt?iough  these  reports .  probably  do  not  fully 
reflect  the  point  value  reduction  made  June  3« 

Canned  Vegetables:    Most  canned  vegetables  were  reported  in  a:dequate 
^^Mpply  in  fewer  'areas  than  in  May,  '  Distribution  of  snap  beans  v/as 

ghtly  uneven,  both  surpluses  and  scarcities  being  "reported  in  most- 
regions.     In  the  country  as  a  v/hole,  ll.|.  percent  of  areas  had  inadequate 
supplies  and  8  percent  v/ere  in  surplus.     Peas  were  reported  out  of 
stock  in  18  percent  of  all  areas,  as  against  8  percent  in  May,  while 
supplies  were  still  plentiful  in  I1.I4  percent  of  areas,  a  drop  of  I5 
percent.    Stocks  of  corn  were  sufficient  to  meet  demand  in  three-filths 
of  all  reporting  areas,  as  coviipared  v/ith  almost  three-fourths  in  May, 
Tomatoes  registered  a  similar  drop,  from  57  "to        percent  of  reporting 
..areas.    Baked  beans  v/ere  reported  in  good  supplj^  in  only  kl  percent 
of  areas,  10  percent  less  than  in  l-o.y.    Tomato  catsup  was  reported 
in  short  supply  in  almost  one-third  of  all  r-.rcas,  slightly  more  than 
in  May,  and  surplus  reports  were  fever. 

Spreads:    Jams,  jellies,  and  fruit  butters  vrcre  reported  in  shorter  supply 
in  June  than  at  any  time  since  this  survey  was  started.    Jams  and  jellies 
were  designated  "scarce"  or  out  of  stock  in  55  percent  of  reporting 


areas  in  the  country,  as  compared  with  only  26  percent  in  May  and  12  percent 
in  March  and  April,     The  chanre  in  the  past  two  months  has  been  most  marked 
in  both  the  i^idwest  and  the  "j.'est,  v;here  three-fifths  of  all  areas  moved 
into  t?ie  "scarce"  column  during  that  time.    The  scarcity  of  fruit  butters 
was  less  serious.     In  early  June  citrus  marmalade  v;as  in  surplus  in  19 
percent  of  areas,  the  lowest  figure  so  far  reported.     Peanut  butter  v/as 
reported  in  short  supply  in  li.9  percent  of  areas,  this  figure  being  18 
percent  greater  than  in  I'^y. 

Other  Fruits  and  Vegetables ;    Most  frozen  foods  continued  in  generally 
short  s upply •    DrTeT'^runes"  were  more  scarce  than  in  many  miont?is.  Raisins 
and  currants  v/ere  still  plentiful  in  three-fourths  of  all  areas.  Dry 
beans  were  reported  scarce  or  out  of  stock  in  half  of  all  areas,  as  com- 
pared to  35  percent  in  May,    Canned  soups  were  reported  generally  scarce 
throughout  the  country  in  early  June,     The  same  v/as  true  of  fruit  baby 
foods,  but  vegetable  baby  foods  remained  generally  plentiful.    Both  apples 
and  citrus  fruits  were  in  considerably  shorter  supply  in  the  nation  than 
in  recent  months,  due  primarily  to  a  seasonal  decline  in  production.  The 
new  crop  of  Irish  potatoes  had  not  yet  reached  most  markets  and  hence 
this  comoTiodity  was  reported  scarce  in  more  areas  than  in  May,  Onions 
continued  plentiful,  but  more  reports  of  scarcities  were  recorded  than  at 
any  time  during  the  past  year, 

MEATS,  FISH,  FATS  AUD  OILS,  iuID  DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

Meats  :    All  cuts  of  beef  were  out  of  stock  in  around  2J4  percent  of  reporting 
area's  in  early  June,    Almost  one-third  of  the  areas  reported  veal  out  of 
stock,  as  compared  with  22  percent  in  May.    Supplies  of  lamb  \-<iere  reported 
adequate  in  almiost  one-third  of  T/estern  areas,  but  scarce  or  out  of  stock 
elsev/here  in  the  country.    The  proportion  of  all  areas  v/ith  no  supplies  of 
pork  chops  and  loins  in  early  June  hr.d  reached  35  percent,  as  compared 
with  about  25  percent  in  May,    For  fresh  ham  and  cured  shoulder  the  June 
figure  was  l^A-  percent.    Eeady-to-eat  hams  were  reported  out  of  stock  in 
l\U  percent  of  the  nation's  areas,  a  slightly  higher  figure  tlian  in  May; 
other  ready-to-9at  meats  in  27  percent.    Sausages  were  reported  generally 
scarce,  -vith  bologna  and  salami  still  available  in  adequate  quantities  in 
only  one-fifth  of  all  reporting  areas. 

Fish:    Fresh  and  frozen  fish  were  reported  in  short  supply  in  more  than 
tl^ree -quarters  of  reporting  areas  in  all  regions  in  early  June,  despite 
increasing  production.     This  reflects  the  greatly  in  cr  €€i,  s  ed  demand  for  this 
food.     Canned  fish  ms    reported  out  of  stock  in  a  somev;hat  larger  number 
of  areas  than  in  May, 

Cheeses  and  Canned  Milk;    Vfhile  all  cheeses  continued  generally  scarce, 
there  were  a  fev/  more  reports  of  adequate  supplies  of  hard  cheeses  in 
early  June  than  previously.     There  v;as  little  essential  difference  in 
tVie  availability  of  the  various  groups.     Supplies  of  canned  milk  v/ere 
reported  more  plentiful  than  in  early  May.     Of  all  areas  reporting,  l\7 
percent  were  able  to  meet  demands  in  June,  as  compared  v;ith  57  percent 
in  May  and  26  percent  in  April.     The  greatest  improvement  was  registered 
in  the  Midwest  and  South, 
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Fats  and  Oils:    The  accompanying  chart  shows  how  the  adequacy  of  supplies  of 
the  four  major  items  has  declined  during  the  past  year.    While  butter  supplies 
h-^-ve  increased  proportionately  since  the  point  value  was  raised  to  2A  in  late 
December,  stocks  of  margarine,  lard  and  shortening  have  steadily  decreased. 
This  trend  was  continued  in  June,  with  the  proportion  of  reporting  areas  with 
sufficient  supplies  to  meet  current  demands  for  butter  reaching  64  percent. 
After  about  six  weeks'  experience  with  a  value  of  12  points  for  margarine, 
most  reporting  areas  indicated  that  supplies  were  still  inadeqiiate  to  meet 
demands,  and  areas  without  stocks  constituted  14  percent  of  the  total  report- 
ing.   Lard  and  shortening  were  reported  in  generally  inadequate  supply  be- 
fore the  emergency  increase  in  their  point  value  June  17,  with  21  percent  of 
areas  in  the  nation  without  stocks.    Salad  oils  were  in  slightly  better  supply, 
The  proportion  of  reporting  areis  =?ith  adequate  stocks  of  each  type  of  soap 
continued  to  decline. 

OTHER  ITEMS 


Supplies  of  eggs  were  reporte(5  inadeqtiate  to  meet  demands  in  a  large  number 
of  areas  in  the  Northeast,  South and  West,  but  were  adequate  in  most  Mid- 
western and  Southwestern  are'^.s.    The  national  figure  of  55  percent  of  Rre'is 
in  good  Buppljr  was  considerably  less  than  the  81  percent  registered  in  Way. 
Poultry  continued  generally  scarce  or  out  of  stock  with  little  significant 
change  in  the  situation  anywhere.    Rice  supplies  were  falling  off  in  some 
regions,  with  the  result  that  less  than  half  of  all  areas  were  meeting  derannds. 
Only  one-third  of  all  areas  were  adequately  stocked  with  sugar,  as  compared 
with  73  percent  in  May.    This  reflects  the  very  tight  civilian  supply  situation 
expected  to  prevail  throughout  the  year.    Sirups  were  also  less  plentiful, 
while  fltiid  milk,  corn  meal,  and  com  grits  continued  in  generally  adequate 
supply. 
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1.    FOODS  TiL':T;  ;.EE  (KLIEP^^LLY  ^DEQU/VT-E  (A)  —  reported  in  adequate  or  surplus 
supply  by  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  areas  in  all  five  regions.  Per- 
centages-starred includo  10  percent  or  more,  "surplus"  reports;  those 
double-starred  include  25  percent  or  more.    National  figures  are  based 
on  the  actual  number  cf  areas  reporting,  and  are  not  averages  of  the 
regional  percentages. 

Percent  Reporting  Adequate  or  Surplus  Supplies 
U.S. 


Total 

H.E. 

M.W. 

ts  and  Vegetables 

Grapefruit  juice 

89 

82 

91 

77 

97* 

100* 

Canned  beans,  green  iz  wax  85 

86 

86 

9L}.** 

85* 

75 

Canned  beets 

92 

89 

95 

90 

.  95 

92 

Tomato  juice 

91 

82 

95 

83 

97* 

97* 

Canned  baby  foods:  vege- 

tables, meats,  etc. 

92 

93 

91 

92 

92 

97 

Citrus  marmalade 

91* 

93* 

82 

96** 

100*t»* 

89 

Onions 

91 

96 

9h 

83 

92 

9U 

95 

100 

98 

90* 

79 

100 

9k 

93 

95 

100 

86 

90 

92 

85 

94 

100 

80 

Ob  her  Items 

Milk,  fluid 
Corn  meal 
Corn  grits 

2.    FOODS  TIL.T  ..RE  GEllEPJvLLY  SCARCE  (S)  reported  scarce  or  out  of  stock 

by  at  least  one-t>iird  of  the  areas  in  all  five  regions.  Percentages 
starred  include  10  percent  or  more  "no  stocks"  reports;  those  double- 
starred  include  25  percent  or  more,    llational  figures  ar.e  based  on  the 
actual  number  of  areas  reporting,  and  are  not  averages  of  the  regional 
percentages • 

Percent  Reporting  Scarce  Supplies  or  Ko  Stocks 
U.S. 


its  and  Vegetables 

Total 

11. E. 

M.Vf. 

£1 

3.W._ 

Canned  cherries,  RSP 

98** 

96** 

98** 

100** 

100** 

9U** 

Canned  cherries,  ttreet 

95** 

93** 

100** 

100** 

81* 

Fruit  cocktail 

98** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

95** 

9J4** 

Canned  peaches 

ICO** 

93** 

96** 

85** 

39 

Canned  pears 

95** 

100** 

97** 

100** 

97** 

81** 

Canned  pineapple 

100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

Grape  juice 

77* 

85** 

77* 

81*. 

72* 

72* 

Pineapple  juice 

98** 

96** 

97** 

100** 

97** 

Canned  asparagus 

85** 

82* 

75** 

96** 

89** 

86** 

Canned  beans,  baked,  etc 

.  53 

50 

55 

h2 

38 

81** 

Canned  beans,  green  lima 

914.** 

96** 

88** 

100** 

97** 

92** 

Canned  tomatoes 

58* 

89** 

h5 

.60* 

62*  . 

50* 

Canned  soups 

80 

82 

91 

67 

77 

80 
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Percent  Reporting  Sccrce  Supplies  or  ITo  Stocks 


Total 

M.'". 

s. 

S.TT. 

1f7, 

Fruits  and  Vegetables 

Canned  baby  foods  :  ficrrfca 

■  77 

86* 

75 

79 

79 

69 

Jams 

55 

5U 

66 

III 

'  1'  1 

Jellies 

55 

•r  1 

68 

^9 

51 

67 

Frozen  fruits 

97** 

100** 

95** 

100** 

97** 

Frozen  peas 

82** 

86** 

8ii** 

91** 

75** 

Frozen  beans,  lima 

89** 

89** 

86** 

93+* 

97** 

79** 

Frozen  corn,  kernel 

80** 

78** 

73** 

88** 

91** 

76** 

Other  frozen  vegetables 

67* 

U6 

68* 

69* 

8U* 

61+ 

Dried  prunes 

53 

68 

i;7 

67* 

3U 

61 

Dry  beans 

50 

61 

U5 

5h 

1^5 

56 

Fresh  apples 

65* 

50* 

68* 

k6 

78* 

86** 

Irish  potatoes 

62 

6k 

75 

35 

7l^* 

63 

;s ,  Fish,  Fats  and  Oils, 

and  Da 

iry  Product 

s 

Beef:  loin  steaks 

99** 

100* 

98* 

100** 

97* 

100 

Beef:,  rib  roasts 

99* 

100* 

98* 

100** 

97* 

97 

Beef:  chuck  roasts 

99* 

100* 

98* 

100** 

97* 

100 

Beef:  hamburger 

99** 

100* 

98** 

100** 

97* 

100* 

Veal:  steaks  &  chops 

ST 

99** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

97* 

100** 

Lamb:  steaks  &  chops 

93* 

100* 

■98* 

100** 

95* 

69* 

Lamb:  roasts 

93* 

100* 

98* 

100** 

95* 

69* 

Mutton;  steaks  &  chops 

96** 

96** 

97** 

98** 

97** 

89** 

Pork:  steaks  &  chops 

100** 

100** 

100* 

100** 

100** 

100** 

Pork:  loin  roasts 

100** 

-  100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

Pork:  ham,  cured 

99** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

97** 

Pork:  shoulder,  fresh 

100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

Pork:  bacon 

99** 

100** 

100* 

100** 

100** 

97** 

Ready-to-eat  ham 

99** 

100** 

97+* 

100*+ 

100** 

97** 

Other  ready-to-eat  meats 

9I4.** 

100** 

91* 

100** 

97* 

80* 

Sausage:  pork 

95* 

100** 

93* 

100** 

87* 

9h* 

Sausage:  frankfurter 

87* 

93* 

90 

oil** 

85 

72 

Sausage:  bologna,  etc. 

79 

93* 

8h 

85* 

62 

69 

Canned  meats 

96** 

100* 

90* 

100** 

92** 

89* 

Canned  salmon 

100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

Canned  tuna 

99** 

100** 

98** 

100** 

100** 

97** 

Canned  mackerel 

9^1** 

100** 

98** 

100** 

97** 

72* 

Canned  sardines 

99** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

100** 

97** 

Other  canned  fish 

99** 

100** 

98** 

98*  + 

100*  * 

97** 

Margarine 

85* 

93* 

98** 

79 

62 

92* 

Lard 

93* 

93* 

89 

100** 

97** 

86* 

Short ening 

87* 

93* 

97* 

100*- 

95** 

97* 

Salad  oils 

90* 

89* 

87* 

92* 

92* 

89 

Cheeses :  Group  I 

75 

89* 

75 

92* 

76* 

U3 

Cheeses;  Group  II 

72 

82* 

73 

83* 

79 

I40 

Cheeses:  Group  III 

71 

79 

75 

79 

79 

37 

Bar  laundry  soap 

98** 

93** 

100** 

100** 

97** 

97** 

Soap  flakes  &  granules 

95* 

93 

100* 

9U* 

90* 

97* 

VfosViing  powder 

91* 

86 

97* 

85** 

85* 

100* 
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Percent  Reporting  Soaroe  Supplies  or  ITo  Stocks 
U.S 


Total 

N.E. 

£1 

s.w. 

Other  Items 

Poultry 

.98** 

96** 

97** 

93** 

100** 

97** 

Rice 

5U 

6U 

38 

59* 

5U* 

72 

Peanut  butter 

h9 

61 

62 

35 

36 

U7 

Fish,  fresh  &  frozen 

83* 

79 

93* 

73* 

88* 

81 

3,    FOODS  TILJ  ;.PJ]  miBAL^JTCED  (U)  —  reported  adequat.e  or  surplus  in  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  areas  in  one  to  four  regions,  scarce  ,in  other  regions. 
National  figures  are  based  on  the  actual  number  of  areas  reporting,  and 
are  not'  averages  of  the  regional  percentages. 

Percent  Reporting  Adequate  or  Surplus  Supplies 

U.S. 


Total 

M.W. 

S. 

S.W. 

■  ■  • 

Fruits  and  Vegetables 

Canned  apple  sauce 

■63  ■ 

57' 

63 

63 

72 

59 

Canned  apricots 

18 

111 

26 

,  h9 

78 

Canned  plums  &  prunes 

>33' 

^ 

22 

15 

38 

83 

Canned  corn 

59 

59 

89 

23 

h9 

83 

Canned  peas 

11 

57 

10 

hh  . 

91 

Canned  spinach 

79 

57 

9U 

68 

87 

75 

Tomato  catsup 

70 

50 

■57 

'  77 

92 

Fruit  butters 

67 

82 

50 

75 

67 

72 

Raisins  and  currants 

Ih 

71 

86 

69 

79 

58 

Citrus  fruit 

58 

29 

59 

56 

50 

89 

Meats,  Fish,  Fats  and  Oils, 

and  Dairy 

Products 
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Part  III  -  lccal  situa-tioiis 


(items  are  adequate  unless  indicated  otherwise  as  follows:  ITS  =  ITo  Stocks,  3c  r 
Scarce,  Su  =  Surplus,  -  =  ITo  Answer,     Letters  in  parentheses  after  commodities 


refer  to  groups  shown  ir 
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Cherries,  sweet  (S) 
Fruit  cocktail  (S) 
Peaches  (S) 
Pears  (S) 
Pineapple  (S) 
Pirns  &.  prunes  (U)  ' 
Grapefruit  juice  (A) 
Grape  juice  (S) 
Pineapple  juice  (S) 

Asparagus  (S) 
Beans,  baked,  etc,  (S) 
Beans,  green  &  wax  (A) 
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Corn  (U) 
Peas  (U) 
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Tomatoes  (S) 
Tomato  catsup  (U) 
Tomato  juice  (A) 
Canned  soups  (S) 
Canned  baby  fruits  (S) 
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ohuok  roasts  (S) 

hamburger  (S) 
Veal:  steaks  &  cho{B  (S) 
Lamb:  steaks  &  oh)ps(S) 

roasts  (S)  ' 
Mutton  :  st eaks  i  dxps  1^) 
Pork:  steaks  &  chops  (S) 

loin  roasts  (S) 

ham,  cured  (S) 

shoulder,  fresh  (S) 

bacon  (S; 
Ready-to-eat  ham  (S) 

other  meats  (S) 
Sausage :  pork  (S) 

frankfurter  (S) 
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Gro'up  II  (S) 
Group  III'  (S) 
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Evaporated  milk 

Toilet  soap  (U) 
Bar  la;jndry  soap  -(S) 
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V/ashijag  powder  (S) 
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Rice  (S)  .    :  . 
Corn  meal  (ij 
Corn  grits  {J„) 
Cocoa  (U) 
Sugar  (U) 
Peanut  butter  (S) 
Fish,  fresh  &  frozen(S> 
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